
ANTHONY GIDDENS

Anthony Giddens, Baron Giddens (born 18 January ) is a British sociologist who is known for his theory of structuration
and his holistic view of modern.

Further information: Theory of structuration Giddens' theory of structuration explores the question of whether
it is individuals or social forces that shape our social reality. Consider the example of language: structure of
language is represented by the rules of syntax that rule out certain combinations of words. Johnson, A.
Sociological concepts thus obey a double hermeneutic. As a result, social scientific knowledge of society will
actually change human activities. Self-identity[ edit ] Giddens says that in the post-traditional order
self-identity is reflexive. He is still living. Malden, Massachusetts: Blackwell Publishers. One is from the actor
himself, the other of the investigator who tries to give meaning to the action he is observing. As tradition
wanes, the individual becomes the new center of agency and responsibility. In his theory of structuration,
Giddens argues that sociologists should not see individual agency and larger social structures as opposed to
one another. Unlike natural scientists , sociologists have to interpret a social world which is already interpreted
by the actors that inhabit it. These are not present in time and space, but we must trust them. We create,
maintain and revise a set of biographical narratives, social roles and lifestyles â€”the story of who we are and
how we came to be where we are now. Pre-capitalist societies are class-divided, but only with capitalism there
are class societies in which there is endemic class conflict, the separation of the political and economic
spheres, property freely alienable as capital and "free" labour and labour markets. Career Giddens taught
social psychology at the University of Leicester beginning in  He was also an adviser to Tony Blair. In he
co-founded Polity Press, an international publisher of social science and humanities books. Being a prominent
contributor to the field of sociology with 34 published books in at least 29 languages. Giddens has travelled to
many countries around the world talking to political leaders and heads of state about the development of third
way politics. In pre-modern societies, it was the elders who possessed the knowledge as they were definable in
time and space. The uncertainty can be managed by reembedding the expert-systems into the structures which
we are accustomed to.


