
IGCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE ESSAY TIPS

IGCSE is the registered trademark of Cambridge International Examinations. This section gives you advice to help you
do as well as you can. . For essay questions, make sure that you have read the question carefully and don't skip over.

Keep checking the question. It is better to keep your writing concise and to the point, rather than waffling
without reason. It focuses your entire essay to provide a direct answer to the question. When you make a point,
refer to the text and give an example to back up what you say. York Notes are amazing because they offer so
many compact and memorable insights, chapter summaries with interesting annotations and background
context on the time period, definitions of words etc. Both give you concise, impressive argumentative writing
in editorials and other formats. Make sure to structure your written response with clear paragraphs and
opening sentences for each one. If your grades are weak in this subject, invest the time in it. I always advise
my kids that there will be one stinker of a question in every exam, which helps to focus their preparation. Try
to begin by addressing the question straight away. Even if they have, it is creative, independent though that
goes the longest ways! All of our teachers have been there and they know the stress of having several texts and
pages and pages of notes, but this advice will help you stay calm, focused and ultimately succeed. Having the
context of the plot and the story before you start diving into analysis in class makes it all the more memorable
and reduces all the hectic work you need to do later. Make sure you are armed with synonyms i. In your plan
you should identify very clearly around six distinct points you intend to make and the specific parts of the text
that you intend to examine in some detail. When I was at school this was my speciality! The same goes for
structure. Good essay practice should include:- Planning Make sure you write a brief plan for your answer. We
want literature to touch you personally and it will often affect different people in different ways. Produced
evidence to prove all your points? While doing this I always grab one or two supporting quotations for each
relationship. In the language paper, make sure to synthesise your answers with points of the text. Post
navigation. You do not get marks for technique spotting, only for your ability to dissect and analyse a poem.
Writing speed - every single year for every single exam, I wrote more than anybody else in my school. It pays
to read other good writing so read The Economist and The Guardian. Take intensive notes of every single
thing the teacher says about the texts because at the very least this is more potential ideas and the act of
physically writing notes helps you remember. Read the book! I became very good at inventing creative themes
that unified all the various poems in response to the open poetry questions. Nothing is more important than
being able to persuade someone that your view point is valuable whatever you do in your life. For a D you
need to answer the question and explain your ideas with some supporting quotations from the text. If
Wordsworth used a simile, I might simply commend on the impact of the comparison rather than showing the
examiner that I know what every English Literature student over the age of 11 knows] His hyperbole
demonstrates that this sight has not only impressed him, but has left him deeply touch and effected by the
power and beauty of the city working with nature. The contrast of the size and power of the city interacting
with the beauty, grace and tranquillity of nature make the image seem divine and magical. If you think that
there is an important element of the structure that impacts upon your understanding, which you can relate to
the question, then go for it. If you try and study every single poem, you will spend a disproportionately large
amount of time on this section in your study. If you can defend your statement with an argument, you can
make the point. The majority of students complete the P-E but do not explain the significance of the point that
they are making. Quotations must be kept short; try to be as precise as possible and select exactly the word,
phrase or sentence that supports your point. Just take minutes of your exam to note down structure, conclusion
and to brainstorm any high mark vocabulary. Finally, check your work! More so than anything else, English
skills are arguably the single most important foundation that exist in this world.


