
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR THE STAMP ACT OF

1765

The Stamp Act of was passed by Parliament to raise money to pay for His first action was the introduction of the Sugar
Act in April 

As the colonists lacked representation in Parliament, taxes imposed upon them were deemed to be a violation
of their rights as Englishmen. I actually was doing research and I went down to the island of Nevis in the
Caribbean, which is where Alexander Hamilton is from. So you have a leaky system. The war was won but the
costs had been huge, and would remain high due to the need to protect the colonies against other western or
native enemies. Towards the end of , petitions and news of colonial protests regarding the Sugar Act reached
Britain. At the time, a slave would have been defined as someone who depended entirely on the will of others,
so to be free and to be independent you needed to be in control of your own property. I tried to learn to ride.
And the first thing that he did, a sort of a logical thing to do based on what I just told you, he decided he was
going to try to stamp out smuggling. I tried basically to be an eighteenth-century gentleman. Nevis used to be
a British island, so I needed to find the stamp man. The Crown, the empire, is profiting too. So now we have a
whole list of grievances here bundled up under the idea of threatened liberties and rights. And Jefferson also, it
must be said, was a notoriously bad public speaker. In England it was also known logically enough as the
American Revenue Act. After the last French and Indian war the British gained Canada and the Missisippi
area as new territories. The act required the colonists to pay a tax, represented by a stamp, on various forms of
papers, documents, and playing cards. Liberties were rooted in property. I was doing research on Hamilton
and I wanted to get in to this courthouse on the island which is where they had the papers that related to the
history of the island. The key issue that quickly emerged as the centerpiece of colonial complaints against the
Stamp Act was that of taxation without representation. And for and upon every pack of playing cards, and all
dice, which shall be sold or used within the said colonies and plantations, the several stamp duties following
that is to say For every pack of such cards, the sum of one shilling. So basically, if you needed a legal
document, if you were printing newspapers, you had to buy stamped paper from special stamp agents who
were appointed by the Crown. I will see you all on Thursday. Stamp Act. I had to paste it in a book and I had
to swear an oath of some kind. Recognizing the limitations of class time, these selections have been
significantly edited, reduced, or eliminated. In the excerpts selected, portions of the actual document are
included to encourage classroom examination of the original text. We have the first direct tax from parliament
on colonists, and it might be the precedent for more such things.


