
GCSE ENGLISH ESSAY STRUCTURE

As with any essay, you should start with an introduction that directly addresses and answers the given question, and
outlines in brief the points your essay wi.

Concision and brevity were key in the teaching here. Introduction This should be brief; you could include
what your main view is and what other ideas you have. Firstly, if they knew the phrasing and structure of an
introduction before entering the exam room, their cognitive load would be reduced during the exam itself.
Paragraphing Make sure you use them as it makes your writing clearer for you and the examiner. Selection
Don't retell the plot of the story. Quotations Remember to include quotations, but not too many and don't make
them too long. Now we just need to work on saying what they said. Evidence When you make a point - you
must give evidence to prove it. For a B you need to sustain your answer linking details to what the writer is
trying to say and thoughtfully consider the meanings of the texts. I felt the benefits for doing this were
two-fold. Spend about 5 or 10 minutes planning as this will help you make sure you have chosen the right
question because then you know you have lots of material to cover. Three sentences. Nice and simple, I
thought. Brevity is key To support this development, I taught the students that their introductions would
consist of two sentences for the prose and drama texts. And the biggest problem was the introduction. When
you have finished a paragraph read it through and ask yourself. The important thing is to be selective in the
way you use the text. Style Keep it formal. If your ideas are original or different, so long as you develop them
clearly, use evidence intelligently and argue persuasively, your point of view will be respected. Do not copy
out whole long sections from texts as this is wasting time. Sana Master is an English teacher at a school in
Yorkshire. When you make a point, refer to the text and give an example to back up what you say. Conclusion
At the end, try to draw all the strands of your various points together. We want literature to touch you
personally and it will often affect different people in different ways. For a D you need to answer the question
and explain your ideas with some supporting quotations from the text. When writing your essay you should
devote one or two paragraphs to each idea from your plan. Try to make smooth links between paragraphs.
There is no one correct answer to questions on English Literature, just well explored and explained ones. Good
essay practice should include:- Planning Make sure you write a brief plan for your answer. Be creative. Not
asking for much, then. So, I set about finding a way to teach my students to write better introductions. Keep
checking the question. Try to avoid making it chatty, so avoid using abbreviations e. The best way to do this is
to use a quotation from the text. Produced evidence to prove all your points? These were three sentences that
stood me in good stead throughout GCSE, A level, degree and postgraduate study. Thinking beyond the text
While these introductions technically introduced the focus of the students' essays, they were frequently little
more than a rephrasing of the essay question.


