
THE MAIN THEMES OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARES PLAY THE TAMING OF

THE SHREW

A summary of Themes in William Shakespeare's The Taming of the Shrew. As a romantic comedy, the play focuses
principally on the romantic relationships.

And yet none of them really knows what love is. Lucentio, as Cambio, carries a book called The Art of Love ,
while Petruchio and Katharina seem to consider courtship a full-contact sport. The disguises so far have been
overt and sartorial in nature; people assume physical disguises in attempt to pass themselves off as someone
else. Modesty can turn into pampering as in the case of Bianca , and youthful carelessness can become
absolute calm. Themes are the fundamental and often universal ideas explored in a literary work. Shakespeare
shifts from one narrative to the other, hopping back and forth throughout Act IV, thus patterning the
idealizations of Lucentio's language and actions against the harsh realities of Kate and Petruchio. For example,
it confirms again the stereotype of how much marriage can change a person. Katherine has to acquire
appropriate manners toward a man in advance before her sister Bianca can wed. At the very least, they are
supposed to occupy these rolesâ€”but, as the play shows, in reality, Kate wants nothing to do with her social
role, and her shrewishness results directly from her frustration concerning her position. Katharina emerges as
the gentle and obedient wife, while Bianca and the Widow promise their own round of rural-style taming. The
inequalities arisen from the theme of wealth are important, as subsequently found in the play is the theme of
power. Had Hortensio offered more money, he would have married Bianca, regardless of whether she loved
Lucentio. The Induction scenes in The Taming of the Shrew introduce the reader to Christopher Sly, a drunken
tinker who is booted out of a tavern just before he passes out. Class barriers in The Taming of the Shrew are
not a matter of innate endowment or superior virtue; they simply follow from a style of speech and dress. The
information provided in this section of william-shakespeare. At the same time the play also creates confusion
through the genre of comedy. Eighteen unauthorised versions of his plays were, however, published during his
lifetime in quarto editions by unscrupulous publishers there were no copyright laws protecting Shakespeare
and his works during the Elizabethan era. When Hortensio attempts to use a musical scale to do his own
seducing, it fails. Date first performed It is believed that The Taming of the Shrew was first performed
between and  Binary themes in "Taming of the Shrew" are revealed due to the comparison of two sisters â€”
Katherina and Bianca. In this article, we are going to discuss "The Taming of the Shrew" and the impact this
work had on some concepts, stereotypes, and ideas. However, unlike other Shakespearean comedies, The
Taming of the Shrew does not conclude its examination of love and marriage with the wedding. Both Kate and
Petruchio assume psychological disguises. Information provided about the Taming of the Shrew play William
Shakespeare never published any of his plays and therefore none of the original manuscripts have survived.
The Effect of Social Roles on Individual Happiness Each person in the play occupies a specific social position
that carries with it certain expectations about how that person should behave. Some of which depict superficial
love, motivation by money and love-at-first-sight. At a banquet they wager on who has the most obedient
wife. Is love therefore an illusion? Indeed, can we say for sure that Katharina and Petruchio ever truly fall in
love? Although these works have been written in very different time periods and use separate styles, there are
two themes which link both stories and convey a very similar message. This strange beginning continues to
resonate during the subsequent action of the play proper. With nothing more than words and a bit of clothing,
for instance, a Pedant can be made to seem like Vincentio, and a servant can be made to seem like a master.
His highly comic lie about how, in private Kate "hung about [his] neck" but in public she's agreed she'll be
"curst" brings the story's theme of public behavior and private behavior to the forefront. A performance
necessary for survival in a male dominated society. The contrast between the two girls is clearly visible and
provokes a few thoughts.


