
PROBLEM WITH RECYCLING

The problems faced by the recycling industry and policymakers, and the issues with recycling, became more obvious as
scrap prices fell in recent years. Rather, his focus is on overly simplistic economic thinking when it comes to recycling
and solid waste management.

These views point to the ultimate solution: buy less stuff. It's true that there's technically plenty of space in the
United States and other countries in which to store our garbage, but the thought of filling valleys and fields
with garbage doesn't appeal to many people, and certainly not those who live near those valleys and fields.
Leslie will be responding to your thoughts and questions throughout the day. China and Hong Kong went from
buying 60 per cent of the plastic waste exported by G7 countries during the first half of , to taking less than 10
per cent during the same period a year later. But no matter how much innovative spirit private companies pour
into recycling, just tossing stuff into the landfill will always win out if the relative costs favor it. Meanwhile,
there's a deeper dissonance at play: The average American may be motivated to put their stuff in the recycling
bin by an urge to protect the environment. Broken glass crunches underfoot as Reed, a year veteran of the
industry, explains with pride that this plant, owned by local waste-management company Recology, is the
most advanced of its kind on the West Coast, using lasers, magnets and air jets to process tonnes each day.
Doing it at the federal level would get our arms around the whole system, and probably be more politically
durable. A double-length truck bearing wire trundles through the village as she speaks. This is why China was
so important. Related HowStuffWorks Articles. Optional: help us by adding the time Submit Thank you for
your help! He denies the factory has been dumping wastewater into the ground â€” an accusation raised by
villagers â€” and says all workers wear protective gear, including glasses, masks and gloves. In Thailand, such
shady recycling facilities have become the target of national outrage. For years, China was home base for most
of the world's recycling, importing two-thirds of global plastic waste in  By standardizing the waste stream at
the point of production, we could allow consumers to think less about their garbage, rather than relying on
mass shifts in individual behavior to keep the recycling system going. When the customer is done with the
products, the containers go back in the tote rather than into the garbage. George Adams, chief executive of SA
Recycling, one of the biggest scrap metal traders in the US, says he recently installed a new line to wash
aluminium waste before it is sent to China. The region has been inundated with plastic scrap in far greater
quantities than it can handle. While it has grown and often profited as consumers have become more aware of
the environmental costs of landfill, the sector has long had an unsavoury side. One option is to tax landfills
â€” basically a carbon tax, but for garbage. And who loses?


