
DYSTOPIA AS DEFINED IN THE STORIES 1984 AND THE HANDMAIDS

TALE

Well, maybe we've been looking at that all wrong, Handmaid's Tale author and Help us tell more of the stories that
matter from voices that too often remain unheard. In her own dystopian classic, Atwood revealed the fall of the Atwood
has previously described the concluding essay on Newspeak.

This was going to be the thing that was going to make us all â€” all â€” very rich and very happy. No
imaginary gizmos, no imaginary laws, no imaginary atrocities. A group of people existed who could be treated
very badly from an economic point of view, which made lots of money for the people who were doing that, so
that kind of categorization was very convenient for those in power. And there is something to be said also for
vengeance. The longing for perfection has an unpleasant habit of producing tyranny. Her fault, she led them
on â€” that is the chant of the other Handmaids. So what was the question? Why have you eaten all of this
food? Unless I could have just shoved a couple of them off a bridge and have them squashed by a train. Again,
it depends what you may mean by that. Which brings me to three questions I am often asked. Without women
capable of giving birth, human populations would die out. So drink your Coca-Cola like good people. Sex is
very controlled. She was hauled off to Boston â€” this was just before the Salem witch trials â€” put on trial
and exonerated. Yes, they will gladly take positions of power over other women, even â€” and, possibly,
especially â€” in systems in which women as a whole have scant power: All power is relative, and in tough
times any amount is seen as better than none. She tries to make men and women not only equal but the same.
The book, a searing study of female life in a super-patriarchy, continues to endure because, like all great tales
of fearsome futures , Brave New World , it produces an unsettling jolt of recognition. They had not at that
time invented the drop. They cannot listen to operas and make any sense of them because operas narrate. The
concept of assigning fertile handmaids to the highest in society has a historical precedent dating right back to
the Bible. Porn and sex work, its naughty cousins, are simply further marginalized. That was not my original
thought but it fits, so readers are welcome to it if they wish. They will suffer, later, at night, in their
regimented beds. They must learn to renounce their previous identities, to know their place and their duties, to
understand that they have no real rights but will be protected up to a point if they conform, and to think so
poorly of themselves that they will accept their assigned fate and not rebel or run away. The question is about
the Sufi proverb in my epigraphs. Under totalitarianisms â€” or indeed in any sharply hierarchical society â€”
the ruling class monopolizes valuable things, so the elite of the regime arrange to have fertile females assigned
to them as Handmaids. You also had the right to commit your wife to an insane asylum on your word alone. A
lot of the nineteenth century utopias were linked with the perception that the industrial revolution was
polluting rivers, cutting down forests etc. Of those promoting enforced childbirth, it should be asked: Cui
bono? The drop is that trap door that later came into use when you drop quite suddenly and your neck breaks.
Will their messages be suppressed and hidden? Read The Stepford Wives to get an example of a strict version
of such a form. Will they be found, centuries later, in an old house, behind a wall? The Bill Clinton thing by
the way, is just a replay of the kind of Puritanism which has been there from the beginning and which has
always been much more interested in sin than in crime. And so the tale unfolds. Why do we never learn the
real name of the central character, I have often been asked. You tell yourself. As I say: real life. The only one I
know about is Tibet. In the utopia, proposed as the good society, free love tends to be a motif.


