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Dame Antonia Susan Duffy DBE HonFBA (nÃ©e Drabble; born 24 August ), known professionally as A. S. Byatt is an
English novelist, poet and Booker Prize .

I think I was lucky at Cambridge. Article continues after advertisement For now that novel has been set aside.
My husband is an economist, and he is quite happy that we have left Europe, although he speaks various
European languages and he comes here, as I do, as soon as he can. The fact that I can only remember a few
scenes from the book, and couldn't tell you a great deal of what happens, is immaterial â€” the case against AS
Byatt was prosecuted and tried in the autumn of  I'd hoped for a blend of the classic and the contemporary, the
obscure and the well-known: what I got, however, was almost all turgid religious Victoriana written by very
unfamiliar names. Byatt's first two novels, Shadow of a Sun and The Game , did not make a significant impact
but they did introduce the theme of complex family relationships that pervades her later fiction: the first novel
centres on a daughter's attempts to escape the dominating influence of her father, while the second features the
fraught relationship between two sisters. I like people who ask you to think independently. It's hard to say.
When I interviewed her in this same hotel five years ago, she talked about ideas more than herself and spoke
with relish about the book she had begun researching, a historical novel based on the lives of the French
surrealist poets of the s. She has written critical studies of Dame Iris Murdoch , who was a friend, mentor and
a significant influence on her own writing. It's very destructive. Discovering Proust, and for that matter
Dostoyevsky, transfigured me as a writer. I, who I am, is the person that has the project of making a thing.
Possession , her Booker Prize-winning tale of two contemporary academics on the trail of a Victorian love
affair, is a desert island book for the intellectual reader. Our conversation took place over the course of five
days in the summer of in the garden of her house in the south of France. The novels and stories are rife with
intertextuality and literary allusions and references: to the discourse of fairytales and fantasy literature, to
literary and linguistic theories, and to literary history, most notably the Victorian era, of which Byatt has
extensive knowledge. I felt I loved him and I wanted to be in a house where he was, and wanted to talk to him
about books and ideas. The novel is a complex story set in , at the time of the coronation of Queen Elizabeth
II. The novel spans from the s until the end of World War I, and again the literary and intellectual themes are
strong: Olive Wellwood, a children's writer who is inspired partly by Edith Nesbit, and her husband Humphrey
are liberal-minded Fabians who live with their children in a large, sprawling country house, an unconventional
home which opens its doors to a multitude of people. I got married in and went to live in Durham, which is
another medieval place.


