
THE THEME OF THE MORAL STRUGGLE IN THE PLAY THE CRUCIBLE

The primary dramatic focus in the play The Crucible is the moral struggle of its protagonist, John Proctor. Certain
characteristics of John Proctor s character and .

Though John Proctor does find some relief in his redemption at the end, by no means does the drama have a
happy ending. There are those who spend every day in fear, wondering whether or not they will be falsely
accused of witchcraft. Miller sets the scene for audiences to understand the large extent to which Proctor is
motivated by his integrity- this motivation drowning previous feelings of immorality and identity loss. The
girls, lead by Abigail Williams, pledge their love for God and undertake the responsibility of accusing
whoever they please of witchcraft, usually under false assumptions Hale, on the other hand, Hale learns the
foolishness of sitting in judgment over his fellow humans. Reading example essays works the same way!
However defined honor can play major roles in how a person will act in a given situation. Not only do the
trials stem from human failings but also from neglect of moral and religious considerations of that time. He
assembled this literary labyrinth using precision. The author adopts a particular point of view and uses that
point of view throughout the story to influence and impact readers and viewers. The change in his perspective
of the witch trials caused his overall personality and attitude to change as well There are others who struggle
with more internal trials, such as forgiving those who have hurt them. One of the most crucial and important
meanings of The Crucible is: the light displayed in front of the Crucifix. This definition, unlike the others, is
used in a largely abstract way in the text With impeccable morals and ethics, Elizabeth Proctor attempts to
stay adamant with her traits despite the hysteria that provided a challenge. Resistance the refusal to accept or
comply with something or to actively and passively fight against something. In direct contradiction, John
Proctor demonstrates utmost loyalty to his Puritan morality through overcoming sentiments of personal
anguish, guilt and a temptation to refuse his moral obligations altogether. With commentary and notes by
Susan C Abbotson. Almost every character is concerned with the concept of goodness, because their religion
teaches them that the most important thing in life is how they will be judged by God after they die. However
the struggle many go through to gain that feeling of control and power can lead to inner turmoil and conflict
between others and one self. Check out our Privacy and Content Sharing policies for more information. The
author has intentionally used allegory to draw parallels between the two events and invite the reader to think
critically about the persecution that occurred during both time periods. By the end of the play, he has
examined his conscience and realized that if he wants to be at peace with himself, he has to encourage the
prisoners to falsely confess. Kibin does not guarantee the accuracy, timeliness, or completeness of the essays
in the library; essay content should not be construed as advice. Reputation Reputation is tremendously
important in theocratic Salem, where public and private moralities are one and the same. John Proctor
struggles against his lethal attraction to Abigail, fighting with his own moral qualities. The Salem witch trials
consisted of many hangings, lies, and complete mass hysteria. For more information on choosing credible
sources for your paper, check out this blog post. Uncover new sources by reviewing other students' references
and bibliographies Inspire new perspectives and arguments or counterarguments to address in your own essay
Read our Academic Honor Code for more information on how to use and how not to use our library. The
Crucible was written by Arthur Miller, about the true events that happened in Salem, Massachusetts, between
the years and  Focused on maintaining public reputation, the townsfolk of Salem must fear that the sins of
their friends and associates will taint their names. In the third act of the play, Deputy Governor Danforth sits
in judgment over the accused and imprisoned residents of Salem. Other characters, such as Mary Warren,
confess, because being seen as good is more important to them than telling the truth. This is embodied by
Parris- a pillar of Puritanism within Salem- yet a character whose fear of being brought down and whose
fixation with reputation dictate his actions throughout the play. The Crucible by Arthur Miller Essays - In
examining popular, tragedy-style theater pieces, it becomes apparent that human morality is a prevalent theme,
as it consistently appears throughout various stories. Most helpful essay resource ever! Indeed, this internal
conflict can be seen in the contradiction between his moral standards and his initial actions in the play.
Courage and integrity are displayed throughout the Crucible to show that even in times of hysterical fear and
scathing accusations people still have the power to be virtuous. Themes are the fundamental and often
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universal ideas explored in a literary work. Hysteria Another critical theme in The Crucible is the role that
hysteria can play in tearing apart a community.


