
MACHIAVELLI AND PLATO

Like other Western philosophers, Machiavelli was influenced by the early Greek philosophers, especially Plato.
However, in many cases Machiavelli seems to.

The republic governed by words and persuasionâ€”in sum, ruled by public speechâ€”is almost sure to realize
the common good of its citizens; and even should it err, recourse is always open to further discourse. If Fabius
had been king of Rome, he might easily have lost this war, since he was incapable of altering his methods
according as circumstance changed. According to Salmon: Machiavelli says that rulers should be truthful,
keep promises, and the like when doing so will not harm the state, and that they should generally appear to
have the traditional virtues. Virtue is a kind of skill, and this requires a knowledge of what is the right
measure. In , however, with the assistance of papal troops, the Medici defeated the republic's armed forces and
dissolved the government. Machiavelli viewed the world through a lens of old fashioned politics between
Europe's warring nations during the middle ages and wrote his most significant work, The Prince, during the
emergence of modernity in the renaissance as a type of how-to-guide on better governance. Since, however, he
was born in a republic where there were diverse citizens with diverse dispositions, it came about that, just as it
had a Fabius, who was the best man to keep the war going when circumstances required it, so later it had a
Scipio at a time suited to its victorious consummation Discourses CW  The unjust man, therefore, is not
exercising much of a skill, is he? John Pocock , for example, has traced the diffusion of Machiavelli's
republican thought throughout the so-called Atlantic world and, specifically, into the ideas that guided the
framers of the American constitution. The Prince purports to reflect the self-conscious political realism of an
author who is fully awareâ€”on the basis of direct experience with the Florentine governmentâ€”that goodness
and right are not sufficient to win and maintain political office. Concomitantly, a Machiavellian perspective
directly attacks the notion of any grounding for authority independent of the sheer possession of power. Near
the end of his life, and probably as a result of the aid of well-connected friends whom he never stopped
badgering for intervention, Machiavelli began to return to the favor of the Medici family. Farmers will be
farmers, carpenters will be carpenters, weavers will be weavers and soldiers will be soldiers. Then the prince
should slowly reward his people with benefits so that the cruel actions may be forgotten. He substantiates this
assertion by reference to the observable realities of political affairs and public life as well as by arguments
revealing the self-interested nature of all human conduct. Plato believed in just rulers, who ruled via moral
virtue. He skillfully avoids being caught in false dilemmas, however. This is not an arbitrary expression of
personal preference on Machiavelli's part. Plato ? It is perfectly legitimate then for him to act in an
underhanded way to achieve that greater good. It is the just man who knows the proper note; it is the unjust
man who exceeds it and goes out of tune in his life. In Plato's "republic" the resonsibility is upon the rulers and
harmony of the city-state classes is needed to maintain a just society. By doing evil to those evil men, are we
not adding to their evil, making them more evil? Machiavelli, Niccolo. Taking a value-centered approach to
the greater good is complex. To be divinely just would be to be just in God's eyes but someone has to reach
that ideal and who judges whether one has reached it? Hence, the successful ruler needs special training. The
Prince. Consequently, Machiavelli is led to conclude that fear is always preferable to affection in subjects, just
as violence and deception are superior to legality in effectively controlling them. Machiavelli believes the state
exists to make war, and a good ruler exists for only one purpose to make war, this is his only concern. Also,
the chances are greater that a group of elites guided by education and ideals, harmony and justice would work
for the greater good moreso than one ruler acting upon his own view of the greater good for society.


