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As a result, drug-seeking behaviors come under control of the striatum, the role of genetics in addiction, particularly
alcohol abuse and dependence. Nutt further argued that U.K. drug laws are outdated, irrational, and not.

Building on accounts of moral responsibility, we argued that a deficit in reasons responsiveness can be caused
by a disease but also by diverse psychological, social, and neurobiological mechanisms. At the community
level, the deterrent effects of legal sanctions and other social controls on drug use and drug dealing are
confounded. The deterrent effect of criminal sanctions on drug dealing is bound up with the more general
issues, addressed earlier in this chapter, regarding the effects of supply reduction on consumption. Many
physicians and medical organizations perceive that these measures discourage physicians from prescribing the
best drugs for conditions such as chronic pain, anxiety, attention deficit-hyperactivity disorder, epilepsy,
obesity, and narcolepsy. As a result, the child's cognitive functioning or ability to cope with negative or
disruptive emotions may be impaired. Although this suspension of the reactive attitudes is difficult to assume
with regard to addicted persons, he is optimistic that: The more we learn about the complex
socio-psycho-biological nature of addiction, about the ways various cultures encourage heavy drinking, about
the effects of SES and drug availability about genetic propensities, about the effects of weird reinforcement
regimens, and of brain glitches, we have reason to adjust full normal subjective engagement to the addict
[ibid; p. Substance abuse stigma and discrimination among African American male substance users.
Decriminalization of cannabis. Because of the absence of reliable data and the relatively passive enforcement
of sanctions against users in most Western European countries outside Scandinavia , it is impossible to assess
the impact of decriminalization through comparative studies. Identification of the neural pathways and circuits
involved in addiction, particularly the mesolimbic reward system, and the ways in which the brains of addicted
persons are similar and change in predictable ways is taken as significant evidence in favor of the disease
model [ 4 ]. The disease model of addiction has not silenced the moralized discourse. It is hypothesized that
values, because of associated moral meanings are more likely to produce internalization than instrumental
concerns such as health risks. This war, instead of employing a strategy of prevention, research, education and
social programs designed to address problems such as permanent poverty, long term unemployment and
deteriorating living conditions in our inner cities, has employed a strategy of law enforcement. What effect is
this likely to have on the way we conceive of individual and social responsibility, blame, autonomy, justice,
and on views of the good life in both the public and the private sphere? However, ending prohibition would
bring one very significant benefit: It would sever the connection between drugs and crime that today blights so
many lives and communities. Studies of arrestees tend to show a substantial increase in the number of young
males participating in drug dealing at precisely the time that penalties were being raised and enforcement was
being intensified MacCoun et al. Many adults have changed their views on allowing their children to try
certain drugs. Similarly, contemporary drug smugglers' preference for powdered cocaine over bulky, pungent
coca leaves encourages use of the most potent and dangerous cocaine products. Drug seizures and checks are
becoming more frequent as the government attempts to block any drugs from being imported from countries
such as China and Mexico. Although criminal penalties have been ameliorated in Italy, Spain, Switzerland,
and Germany, decriminalization in Italy and Spain has been associated with substantially higher rates of opiate
dependence CASA, ; Reuter and MacCoun,  There is also evidence that some pediatricians are not
comfortable providing care to adolescents for such problems Marks et al. Sinnott-Armstrong focuses on the
diversity among addicted persons and then asks the question of whether or not there is a unifying characteristic
among them. Nonviolent drug offenders make up 58 percent of the federal prison population, a population that
is extremely costly to maintain. Probability and predictors of remission from life-time nicotine, alcohol,
cannabis or cocaine dependence: results from the national epidemiologic survey on alcohol and related
conditions. The basic choice between prohibitory and regulatory approaches has been a subject of ongoing
dispute in the field of drug control. Again, however, the preventive effect of those legal controls on abuse and
their inhibiting effect on medical practice have been sources of continuing dispute IOM, a. Even though some
of the disputed issues defy scientific investigation, many of the controversies that have recurred throughout the
history of drug control can be informed by systematic empirical research. However, just as the complex
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addiction comes in degrees, so do the different facets related to it such as control and responsibility [ 54 ].
Rozin P, Ilina S. Conceived broadly, policy-relevant effects encompass all the benefits of legal controls in
reducing use, abuse, and dependence on illicit drugs and the associated adverse consequences and the costs, or
side-effects, of those controls ranging from violence associated with the illicit drug trade to the costs of
imprisonment. Another source of continuing conflict has been the inhibiting effect of controlled substance
regulation on other medical uses of the regulated drugs. The philosophical literature on moralization as such,
and specifically on moralization of addiction related to alternatives to the disease model is limited. Reuter P,
MacCoun R. On the contrary, reductions in the number of prescriptions may reflect a reluctance on the part of
physicians to prescribe, and pharmacists to dispense or even stock, such drugs for legitimate medical use.
Such "supply-reduction efforts" include 1 international efforts such as crop eradication, crop substitution, the
negotiation of mutual legal-assistance treaties, and cooperative international enforcement efforts; 2
interdiction, for example, border inspections and patrols conducted by the U. This seems to be what Flanagan
is suggesting when he says that as we learn more about the nature of addiction and its complex causal
trajectory, we may mitigate the extent to which we morally engage with the addict in the same way we do with
non-addicted persons. Three important variables in the dynamics of "soft" coercion are whether participation
in the program is contractual the defendant can decline to participate or mandatory; the nature of the
prescribed conditions e. In our inner-cities, access to drugs is especially easy, and the risk of arrest has proven
to have a negligible deterrent effect. Posted on.


